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American Wood Protection Association  

 Organized 1904: St. Louis World’s Fair
 751 Individual Members
 47 Organizational Sponsors
 Primary focus: Standardization
 18 Committees (185 members)
 148 standards (172 in January 2012)
 Forum for the exchange of technical 

information – members and public
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 AWPA process is ANSI Accredited
 Technical Committee Regulations
 Open membership/participation
 Balanced interest categories
 Due process/right of appeal
 No mandatory fees
 Is it perfect?
 Standardizing since 1904
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 Old:  AWPA Commodity Standards
 New:  AWPA Use Category System
 AWPA Use Categories (environment, 

exposure, and required reliability)
 Type of Preservative
 Wood Species
 Special Requirements
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 UC3B – Above Ground/General Use
 General use crossarms/braces

 UC4A – Ground Contact/General Use
 Low decay area poles, above-ground heavy duty

 UC4B – Ground Contact/Heavy Duty
 High decay area poles, greater reliability

 UC4C – Ground Contact/Extreme Duty
 Severe decay area poles, highest reliability
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 Preservative Types
 Creosote/Solvent-borne:  Penta, Creosote, Copper 

Naphthenate
 Waterborne – CCA, ACZA, Other

 Species
 Southern pine
 Douglas-fir
 Western red cedar
 Other
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 Organized in 1924 by Bell and ASA
 Exchange Carrier Standards Association 

accepted responsibility in 1985
 ECSA became ATIS - Alliance for 

Telecommunications Industry Solutions
 Secretariat transferred to AWPA in 2011
 50 Company Members (14 consumers, 

22 producers, 14 general interest)
 Responsible for O5 series ANSI Standards



American Wood Protection Association  

 O5.1 – Wood Poles
 O5.2 – Glued Laminated Poles
 O5.3 – Solid Crossarms and Braces
 O5.4 – Naturally Durable Hardwood Poles
 O5.5 – Wood Ground Wire Moulding
 O5.6 – Naturally Durable Hardwood 

Crossarms and Braces
 O5.TR.01 – Photographic Manual of Wood 

Pole Characteristics (Based on ANSI O5.1)
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 O5 Letter ballot (unanimous approval) 
 ANSI public review process
 Addition of O5 procedures to AWPA 

Technical Committee Regulations
 Joint accreditation of AWPA/ASC O5
 Transfer of intellectual property/copyright
 ATIS simply replaced by AWPA as SDO
 AWPA assumed operational control as 

Secretariat on January 1, 2011
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 3-year licensing agreement with ATIS in 
exchange for “budget deficit”

 ATIS controls documents until end of 2013
 Documents returned to AWPA/O5 in 2014
 Reduction in operating costs
 Dues: $225 per organization per year
 Joint meetings to save time and costs
 Many members in common, but separate 

memberships
 Interests aligned with AWPA
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 General information and  assistance 
with AWPA and ANSI O5 Standards

 Call:  205-733-4077
 E-mail:  email@awpa.com
 Address:   PO Box 361784

Birmingham, AL 35236
 Website:  www.awpa.com
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 End users understand standards
 Marketplace stability
 Reduction in risk/liability
 Lower operating costs
 Product Interchangeability
 You determine product 

characteristics…if you’re involved!



The American Wood 
Protection Association 
Thanks You


